SCENE 1: EAST HIGH SCHOOL - MONDAY, 7:45 A.M.

(“Welcome Back, Wildcats!” banners cover the school on the first
day after winter break. #1 — WILDCAT CHEER. The marching
band can be heard as CHEERLEADERS enter.)

Wildcat Cheer

DRUM MAJOR:
C’'mon, Wildcats! A
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Wild - cats  in the house, ev-'ry-bod-y say it now!
(STUDENTS enter and assemble in cliques:
5 JOCKS, BRAINIACS, and THESPIANS.)
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Wild-cats ev-'ry-where,  wave your hands up in the air.__
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That's the way we do it, let's get to it, time to show the world!

(JACK SCOTT, the nerdy school announcer, trips over his own feet and

sends his books flying. JOCKS laugh but help him up. Wildcats basketball

team hothead CHAD DANFORTH and softie ZEKE BAYLOR flag down

team captain TROY BOLTON.)

CHAD: Yo, doggie! Troy, my hoops boy!

TROY: Hey, Chad. Dudes... Happy New Year.

CHAD: Oh yes, my brothers, it will be a Happy Wildcat New Year
when Troy Bolton leads us to our first league championship in ten years!
JOCKS: Hallelujah!
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Wild-cats, sing a-long, yeah, you real-ly got it go-in' on.
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Wild - cats  in the house, ev-'ry-bod-y say it now!

(Drama Club president SHARPAY EVANS and vice president RYAN EVANS
enter. ZEKE tries to say hi, but SHARPAY brushes right past him.)
SHARPAY: Hi, Troy.
TROY: (uninterested) Hi, Sharpay.
(RYAN pulls SHARPAY away to the THESPIANS as CHAD and JOCKS
tease TROY.
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Wild-cats ev-'ry-where, wave your hands up in the air._
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to it. C' - mon, ev - 'ry - one!

(GABRIELLA MONTEZ, a new student, enters and wanders
by BRAINIACS, including Science Club president TAYLOR
MCcKESSIE, MARTHA COX, and KRATNOFF.)

TAYLOR
(to GABRIELLA)
Hi, I'm Taylor McKessie. You must be new.
GABRIELLA
Gabriella Montez. Hi.
TAYLOR

Did you do anything fun over the winter break?

GABRIELLA
Oh, you know... my mom took me on a ski trip. All I did was read.

SHARPAY
(walking by)
With all those cute boys on the slopes? Loser!

GABRIELLA
Well, um, actually, I did meet a boy.

TAYLOR
See? So make with the newsflash, sister!

GABRIELLA
They threw a New Year’s Eve karaoke contest for the kids!

(#2 — START OF SOMETHING NEW. Flashback: STUDENTS
face upstage and freeze, becoming PARTY KIDS.)
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